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Run ye to and fro.through the stre ets of Jerusalem, and : see now, and * ,ow, and 
seek in the broad places thereof, if ve can find a man, if there be any that cxecuteth 
judgment, that seeketh the truth.— Jeremiah, v. 1. 
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thinking that nothing bad can be ap- 
prehended from societies with such re- 


“NATIONAL RELIGION. | 

| r 

p spectable names as the above. We con- 
| 

| 


ih'rom a Troy (N.Y. -) paper of Dec, 24 J 


fess the names are good; .and were the 
Las been occasionally called to the con- |} motives that actuate these societies as 
sideration of the efforts that have been || good as the names, we should appre- 
made, and are making, by an aspiring |} hend no danger; but would heartily 
set of men of the clerical order, to|| co-operate with them in the clorious 
nonopolize to themselves the sole pre- || undertaking of converting smn evan- 
rogative in religious privileges, and by |j gelizing the world. No one would 
cradual steps, approximate towards the |! more heartily rejoice in the promulga- 
establishment of a National Religion.— |\ tion of the pure doctrine of Christ in 
But we took: little or no alarm | at the|tthe world, than ourselves. But facts 
accounts received of these movements, || relative to the conduct of most of these 
conceiving them to originate in a too]| societies, speak for themselves, and 
jealous spirit of liberal minded Chris- || prove that their principal object is mo- 
tians, who ever are, and ever should nopoly, personal aggrandizement, private 
be, jealous of their liberties. But we || emolument, the up-building of a particu- 
confess that we have too long neglect- || dar sect, and eventually, the establish- 
ed to pay that attention to the subject ment of a national creed and national re- 
that “it justly merits, and that a free || digion: “Fo compass this; every exertion 
people have reason to be extremely jea-|} is made, and every nerve is strained by 
lous of the encroachments that are ma- || an avaricious and aspiring clergy of the 
king on their rights. We can no longer || Presbyterian order, and the. lay tools 
be silent. And it well becomes every |} they make use of. Money! Money! 
free born American citizen to open his |} AJoney! is the cry: and this is the 
eyes on the movements that are making, || mainspring of their zealous efforts, and 
and the signs of the times that are to be|! one principal object of their pursuit. 
secn through the artfully woven vail || To prove this we shall state some facts 
with whieh, they are attempted to be |} which we wish every friend of religious 
concealed. Such designs on the reli-|} freedom to cousider seriously; for facts 
gious liberties of our people as exist,}} are *¢stubborn things” 
must, in order to succeed, be concealed || not easily away with. 
uncer some very plausible pretext, and We learn by a late number of the 
with some very specious titles—and such|| New York Observer, an orthodox pa- 
pretexts and such titles are adopted. || per, devoted principally to the cause 
The pretext 18, to convert the heathen || of Missionary and Tract Societies, that 
and evangelize and save the world; and|| a handsome premium is offered for the 
the titles are, * Missionary Societies, || best written Tract, to induce people to 
lract Societies, Education Societies, give large sums of money by will, be- 
Bible Societie 'S, Meliorating Socictie 8, || guest, Or other donations, for the benefit 
Insurance Companies,” &c. &c. Some |! of Missionary and Tract Societies !— 
of our feaders may stare and be sur- Thus we see large sums of money are 
prised at the mention of these societ ies,.' Olfered to obtiin still larger sums to 
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gratify avarice mr support a ‘peilhinlir veadly fully satisfied, and have expres 


order. 


ed their disapprobation decidedly, ™ 


During the last session of the legis-|| declaring that “ such an institution, or 
lature of this state, the cle rgy got up || any other of a similar nature, is rather 


no less than thirty-three petitions, to! 


prevent travelling and canal boat navi-|! 


gation on Sunday ; ; and although this’ | 


effort failed of success, yet we are in-) 
formed they are not discouraged, but, 
mean to make, at the next session, a: 
desperate effort to have the tolls of the 


fraught with danger to the religious 
communities of this country, in which 
any advance towards an establishment 
of a NATIONAL character, professedly 
connected with religion, ought to ‘ 
promptly and decidedly discountenan- 





ijced.”” The Baptists also are beginning 


canal boats thus (as they esteem them ) | to see through the plot, and Rihues 


sacrilegiously obtained on Sunday, ap- | 
propriated to the benetit of Missionary 
and Tract Societies. But heaven grant | 


|jealous of their safety in this establish. 
ime nt; and we believe the I. piscopa- 
lians will not long remain ignorant of 


that they may also fail in this undone | their danger, in this connexion, ‘Ty 


taking; for the T'racts that they are 
$O industriously spreading contain al- 


show that it is design ied only to benetit 
‘and build up a particular sect or party, 


most any thing, and every thing but |) we need only recur to the observations 


common sense and christian sentiments. 
If this unhallowed effort they propose 
to make to get the tolls into their own 
hands, is not a proof that they, like 


know not what would amount to a 
proof. 


During the last year, influenced by 


this aspiring set of sectaries, Secretary 


Yates issued a papal dull tor the intro- 
duction of tracts into common schools 
And though the project met the de- 
cided disapprobation of the legislature, 
ts friends are careful not to publish it 


to the world, thinking they shall suc- | 


ceed by and bye. 

Last spring, to render their name 
and proceedings still more imposing, 
the friends of Tract Societies met in 
New York and formed what they call a 
National Tract Society! thus beginning 
to have national establishments of a par- 
ticular sect. But perhaps some will say, 
‘it is not of a particular sect; for it is 
composed of Presbyterians, Episcopa-| 
lians, Baptists and Methodists.”’ It is 
true, it purports so to be; but the 
truth of it is, Presbyterians, and they |\c 
alone, are at the bottom of it, and will 
have the management of it; and the 
other denominations are only taken in 
to give it an imposing and popular as- 


‘made at the time of the establishment 
‘of this institution, by some of its lead- 


‘ing founders. Mr. Malcome, ef Hud- 


‘}son, stated on the occasion, that he 
Balaam, love the reward of iniquity, we | 


considered “ Tracts pioneers to the 
Bible ;’? and observed that “the Bible 
itself would be useless unless Tracts 
‘were also sent, giving clear outlines 
of some systematic system of doctrines; 
by which he undoubtedly meant the 
Five points of Calvin. “ He further 
declared,”’ says the Christian Inquirer, 
‘that Sunday Schools would be use- 
less, and that it would be dangerous to 
teach children to read, unless they were 
furnished with, and taught to read 
‘tracts’?! Such, reader, you see is the 
object of these tracts, to teach children 
Calvinism wstead of Bibletsm! 

This high-handed imposition 1s car- 
ried on in every part of our country, 
but more systematically and zealously 
in this state and New Jersey than any 
other. To accomplish the designs of 
its abettors, every engine is put in mo- 
tion; and to increase their funds, “tot 
beggarly artifice is resorted to, that 1s 

calculated to disgrace our name and 
our nation. Missionary boxes are sta- 
'tioned in every tavern and boarding 
‘house, steam, and packet boat, where 
‘they will permit them; and instead of 








pect. Of this the Methodists are al- 


, contributing to the relief of the poor, 
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-he widow, and fatherless, these law- 
less beggars will drain from them the 
very last mite to fill their coffers and 
accomplish their Jesuitical plans. 

To aid these artful designs an Amert- 
an Fire Insurance Company has lately 
been formed in New York, the surplus 
funds and avails of which are to be de- 
voted to these national establishments. 
This religious Insurance Company, for 
such it may be called, is designed for 
the benefit of a party, though it nomi- 
nally embraces those dvocaunbiions 3 iIn- 
cluded in the National Tract Society; 
but Presbyterians, and they only, rule 
in this case as inthat. And it is no- 
torious that THs sEcT dear rule in all 
these great national and other establish- 
ments of a religious nature, and have 
the management of the funds to dispose 
ef at their option. 

We should be glad to except the 
American Bible Society from the cen- 
sure due to these other national estab- 
lishments,—but we are constrained to 
view it as a part of the great engine in 
the hands of the self-styled orthodox, 
for promoting their avaricious and par- 
ty views, and for monopolizing every 
thing sacred to themselves. In short, 
though the names of these societies are 
specious, and though some good has 
been, and may be done by them, yet 
we are constrained to believe that all 
these Missionary, Tract, Bible, Edu- 
cation, Jews, and Sunday School So- 
cieties, Religious Insurance Compa- 
nies, &c. are parts of one great system 
of fraud and imposition, desi, zned to 
raise large sums of money to be hoard- 


ed up and employed for the benefit of | 


a party, which has done much, and de- 
igus more evil, by destroying the reli- 
gious freedom of our country, robbing 
the poor and needy of their necessary 
bread, chaining the rising generation 
down in ignorance, under the oppres- 
sive yoke of an unrelenting oligarchy, 
and all this without accomplishing one 


of their professedly benevolent purpo- | 


ses of “ saving the eee evangeli- 


‘their overt acts of wickedness, as well 


las their secret frauds and machinations. 
| They are boldly demanding 700,000 


ministers of the orthodox stamp, and 
money enough to educate them, ship 
them off, and support them with large 
salaries while they visit the heathen to 
distribute Calvinistic tracts, and live in 
pomp and splendour. 

Of these things we are jealous, and 
we think justly so. Reader, should you 
be surprised if we were to tell you the 
day is not distant when attempts will 
be made to force upon US a NATIONAL 
CREED, authorized by government, and 
enforced and supported by the secular 
arm? Perhaps you will say, “there is 





no danger of this under our republican 


! 
| form of government, and our excellent 


system of laws.’? But stop, reader! 
Look! ‘The attempt is already made, 
and making with all diligence! An in- 
famous circular, urging the importance 
of this, has already been sent out and 
circulated through this state and Ohio; 





and though there is no name to it, by 
which it can be ascertained by whom 
it was written, it bears the leading fea- 
tures and characteristics of a Preshy- 
terian production; and is undoubtedly 
designed to feel the public pulse on 
the subject of a national religion. For- 
sooth it proposes a ** gradual union and 
|amalgamation of all denominations and 
| religious parties, and to establish a na- 
tional creed.’’ 

| Thus, reader, you see the mystery 
of iniquity fully revealed. We are to 
have a national religion, if this plet suc- 
ceeds, forced upon us by the power of 
the secular arm; to bring about which, 
these great nines! engines are set in 
motion; begging is systematically car- 
ried on; and vast quantities of * silver 
| and gold and precious stone,’’ are 
| hoarded and hoarding up, “against the 
day of wrath.”” And what will not 
money do? It will effect almost any 
thing, only get enough of it together. 
They will make merchandize of you, 
‘and duy and sell men’s souls for paltry 











sing the world,” &c. We 


lave seen | 


‘pieces of silver. If these deep-laid and 
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subtle plans are not disconcerted—if | 
these aspiring Pharisees succeed in| 


their designs—if they thus proceed 
step by step (for it is by gradual moves 
they calculate to gain their purpose ) 
till they compass their ends—we shall 
soon have to bid farewell to American 
freedom,—farewell to religious liberty 
forever! We may look forward to the 
time when no man will be permitted to 


| 


| 


buy or sell, or hold any civil or religious | 


office of emolument, unless he has the 
mark of the beast in his hand or in his 


forehead, and can distinctly pronounce ' ae . 
. ; | concentrating and uniting their efforts? 
the Shibboleth of orthodoxy. Yea, we 6 S Meir efforts: 


| 
i 
| 
' 


may expect to see all the horrors of the; 
Spanish Inquisition or the British Star! 


Chamber, in dungeons, racks, and hal- 
ters. But heaven avert the fatal blow 
from our hitherto favoured land! Open 
the eyes of this people that they may 
see what they are about. 


Perhaps some may think these fore- | 


bodings are untimely and without just 
foundation or cause. We wish they 


might prove to be so, or at least that | 


they were unnecessary: but we are too 
well acquainted with the history of man 
in past ages, to be ignorant of what 
man would be again, only give him the 
power. We therefore call on every 
free born son of America, and every 
liberal minded Christian, to whatever 
denomination he may belong, to set 
his face steadfastly against an approxi- 
mation to any establishment of a na- 
tional character in religious matters. 
[From the New York Tel scope.) 

ESTABLISH A NATIONAL 
PLAIN. 


THE WAY TO 
RELIGION MADE 


By the following article the reader} 


will perceive that at a distance of more 
than one thousand miles from this city, 
ambitious and mercenary Priests are 
using every exertion to unite Church 
and State together, and thus overthrow 
our civil aud religious liberty. Fellow 


citizens, if you do not take some mea- 
sures to arrest the deep-laid plans ot 
the Pnesthood to effect this object, 
our children or the rising generation, 


i 
' 
' 


} 
| 


! 


| 7 
l!common with those belonging to the 





| 


will have to groan under ecclesiastics! 
bondage and tyranny. 
From the Charleston (S.C.) Intelligencer." 
Union is necessary to the accom. 
plishment of any great object. Chris- 
tians are engaged in a great and glo- 
rious enterprize. ‘They are all enlisted 
in the same cause. ‘To whatever fami. 
ly, tribe, nation, or clime they belong, 
their object is one—the glory of God. 
An object worthy of christians. But 
how are they best to promote it? By 
individual and separate exertions, or by 


Surely, by union. In what way then 
shall they usite? Upon the same prin- 
ciple that individuals unite in a single 
church. A church is one, and indepen- 
dent, just as each member was previous 
to its formation. The different church- 
es, then, may be cousidered as so many 
individuals free and independent. ‘To 
form a union, therefore, these churches 
must delegate a part of their rights to 
another society more general. ‘These 
riyshts must be specified im the consti- 
tution of this society; as the rights, 
delegated by individual christians, are 
in the covenant of each church. Then 
every church possesses certain rights 
as an independent body, and some in 





more general society. ‘This societyt 


{now becomes an independent body, 


possessing certain rights peculiar to it- 
self. This may again unite with other 
similar societies, and thus form another 
still more general. And so on indefi- 
nitely, [until our government and the 
government of the whole world ts con- 
troled by religious men. ] 

For instance, there are christians in 
all parts of the world. These are, 


}or ought to be, formed into distinct 





churches. ‘hese churches may, and it 
Is undoubtedly expedient they should, 
be formed into more general societies. 
| 


Thus let the different churches in 


-_- 





* Presbyterian or Congregational pub 
lication.—_ Ld. Reformer. 


t Lo be called by any name you please 
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each State form “the nselves into one 
gene ral society. The ‘Ns let these state 
societies in every nation be formed into 
one still more general. And then, let 

these national societies be formed into 
one grand society, that shall embrac | 
the whole world. This society w ould | 
be “an army with banners.” It would 
look down the opposition of earth and) 
hell. | 

Here the exertions of every christian | 
on earth would be concentrated, and | 
brought to bear on the same great ob- | 
ject. And christian, however | 
obscure, would possess certain rights, 
as an individual—as a member of the! 
church—the state soctety—the nation: al 
society—and the society of the world. | | 
These rights are entirely distinct and | 
separate. ‘T’o explain and apply them is | 
we at the civilian would call the science | 
of jurisprudence—but I shall call it 
Christian prudence. 

This view of the church may be con- 
sidered a fiction of the imagination; so 
would a National Bible Society have 
been thirty years ago; but now it 1s a 
reality—so this may de at some future 


period. 


ever y 


For the Reformer. 

If in these days we were to judge | 
of the motives of most religious pre- 
tenders, by the zeal they manifest to 
convert the heathen, and in frequent- 
ing places of worship, we should sup- 
pose them to be governed by a divine 
influence. It would be hard, however, 
to make the writer believe that those 
numerous plans emanating from this | 
zeal, and the pomp and show displayed | 
in what is called religious worship, and 
which cannot be kept up without a 
plentiful supply of dollars and cents, is 
the religion of Jesus Christ. Its car- 
nal or spiritual character is best illus- 
trated and defined by the temporal re- 
ward which is required for its existence 
and support. When all the emolu-| 





ments, honours, and pleasures of the | 
world accompany it, and are enlisted | 





in its favour, he must he endued with | 








an uncommon de gree of charity who 
can see nothing carnal or selfish in it. 
The sincerity of a man’s zeal in any 
cause is to be more or less estimated 
by the kind of interest which he feels 
for its promotion. All the ejaculations 
which the art and ingenuity of modern 
preachers can call forth by a study of 
the most flowery and finished orators 
and writers, to work on the vile pas- 
sions of man, for mercenary purposes, 
may be ascribed to any other motives 
than those of Christianity. Any one 
who seriously reads the scriptures, will 
believe that the studied eloquence, and 
the vociferations of the clergy of the 
present day, were unknown and avoid- 
ed by Paul and the apostles as mock- 
ery and wickedness. While Paul was 
| soberly engaged in ® reasoning out of 
I the scriptures,’ or speaking “1n de- 
monstration of the spirit and of pow- 
er,’? we cannot suppose he was labour- 
ing to make his auditors admire his 
eloquence, or to furnish liberal contri- 
butions of money. We might well 
question the divine origin of that reli- 
gion which he was labouring day and 
night to preach and propagate, amid 
the scoffs and persecutions of his ene- 
mies, if he had claimed a temporal re- 
ward for it. His own conduct in this 
respect furnishes an illustrious example 
for imitation, and to prove that while 
pure and undefiled religion is preached 
freely and for nothing, that of the 
world cannot be without money and 
distinction. 

But the world will love its own. A 
proud and accomplished hireling priest, 
adorned in the most fashionable attire 
of the times, who appears gratified 
with it, and is surrounded with a large 
well dressed and fashionable audience, 
assembled to hear and admire him, 
must be inspired with vanity. It can- 
not be otherwise when he sees and 
knows himself to be exalted to a great- 
er state of distinction than most of his 
fellow men, in addition to the comforts 
and enjoyments which a lucrative em- 
ployment gives him. Conscious pride 
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and plensare must swell the “nas t of | 
such a man, when he knows that the 
church bell, in attendance on him, has, 
by one or two long and loud ringings, 
notified his audience prepare and 
adorn themselves to him walk to 
church in style, with his rich sacerdo- | 
tal robes, in obedience to its solemn! 
chimes. Hence they witness an ex. | 
hibition of all the attitudes and ges- 
tures of a theatrical performer, to do 
homage to what? 
but a god or idol which their pride 
and avarice have tempted and qualified 
them to serve—for any one must wo- 
fully confound external appearances 
with the secret language of the heart, 
to be at a loss to determine who and 
what that It is difficult for 
men of judgment and sense to avoid 
treating such an exhibition of profane- 
ness and folly but with irony and con- 
tempt. And he who can believe it to 
be the solemn worship of God, 1n spirit || 
and in truth, betrays a shameful igno- j| 
rance of the scriptures. 





vod is. 


Not the true God, | 





There is so Intle private examina- 
tion of the scriptures, that the great | 


Rie FORMER. 








er, ne shang Fe hie and pride of the 
world, form an indissoluble tie for it; 
continuance. 

The same fear which kindled He. 
rod’s rage for the security of his power 
at the coming of Jesus, readily prompts 
and actuates the proud hierarchy of this 
day against those who are opposed to 
their dominion. The Scribes and Pha. 
risees Were more strict and zealous ob. 
servers of the religious and moral law 
than the clergy of this day are, who as 
well deserve as they did to be ranked 
with hypocrites. The one, like the 
other, were ever ready to complain of 
every supposed violation of moral duty. 
When, to relieve hunger and distress, 
|Christ’s disciples plucked the ears of 
corn on the Sabbath day, they were 
the first to complain of the breach of 
it—like our clergy respecting the trans- 
portation of the mail and the passage 
of the canal boats. They were ready 





|to call in question the propriety of his 


‘healing the sick on that day, and even 
to put him to death for what they call- 
led blasphemy. When they occupied 


Moses’ seat in the synagogue, it seems 


body of mankind, with respect to reli || too, like our clergy, they were exem- 


gion, are brought under bondage to a 


select and learned body of aie who | 
| soever they bid you observe, that ob- 
serve and do; but do ye not after 


arrogate to themselves, for their own 
advantage, the whole right and power 
of instructing them in it. 
time of Constantine to the present day, 
it has been the study and business of | 
this order of men to establish such do- | 
minion over the minds and consctences | 
of their fellow men. Kings, potentates, 
and priests, have ever been ready to as- 
sociate to secure and perpetuate this 
power and dominion. When secured 
in it, they 
of any invasion of it To form the 
strongest possible ligament to it, while 
by delusion they blind and deceive 


their votaries, they furnish every mo- 
tive pride and interest to passive 
Such an empire, establish- 
e’ and strengthened by ages over the 
and consciences of men, is not 


All the pow- 


obed icnce. 


: . 
Wiiwas 


iv to be overturned. 


From the | 
‘ ‘ 
clergy are no more disposed in these 


ire ever jealous and vigilant | 


| plary in their injunctions of moralit, 
land duty; for our Saviour said, “ w hat- 


them, for they say and do not.”? The 


days to submit to the plain doctrines 
and example of the son of a carpenter, 
‘than were the Scribes and Pharisees; 
\but like them, are employed in teachi- 
ing for doctrine the commandments ot 
men, thereby to exalt themselves and 
increase their power and influence. 

So indispensably necessary 1s the ac- 
quisition of money to enlarge the king 
dom of the clergy, that without 1 
their religion cannot be preached and 
propagated. By their arts and designs 
they have increased their ascendency 
so much among a great portion of men, 
that the fear of being cast out of the 








Isy nagogve and losing their standing in 
{ 


society, insures their interest to the 














TH REFORMER. 


3G 





—- 


——— oo 


—_——-< 





kingdom of antichrist. ‘This 1s the | 
prop to their power on earth. 

As soon as the birth of Jesus was an- | 
nounced, the hostility of Herod com- | 
menced, followed by that of the Scribes 
and Pharisees; and it has been continu- | 
ed against HIS kingdom ever since, for 
the support of the honours and emolu- 
ments of a worldly one. They were | 
then alarmed, as they are now, lest 
something should come in conflict with 
their power and interest. When money 
makes the moving cause of religion, all 
its adherents will be governed alike by 
its influence. It is not the power and 
love of truth which will convert such 
men from the error of their ways, for 
they are the enemies of it. The preach- 
ing and miracles of Jesus, in broad day 
light, before the whole world, which 
spread his fame and excited the won- 
der of all people, instead of making 
converts and proselytes of the proud 
and ambitious rulers of the Jewish 
church, it only provoked their rage 
and hostility to destroy him. This 
was no other than the worldly spirit 
and temper which actuates the clergy 
of the present day; and every opposi- 
tion to their ungodly courses will be 
sure to incur their vengeance and ha- 
tred. Though the Scribes and Phari- 
sees could not deny the power and 
truth of the Saviour’s miracles, and 
some expressed a willingness to become 





| distinction, and riches in the world, we 
|mav conclude a love of it predominates 
with them as it did with Judas, and 
that they are of one fraternity. 

A VirGINiAN. 


-_-_ 


| Communicated from a correspondent in 
Wingham county, Vermont. | 
s ‘. }° a . ‘ . 
Mr. Editor—1 have noticed in some 


of your papers, accounts of the con- 
duct of young men preparing for the 
ministry, that would be dishonourable 
to those of the lowest rank in life, and 
that are well calculated to show what 
kind of piety some of these young men 
An instance has occurred in 
the parish where I live, that I deem 
worthy of notice, and which may serve 
further to convince the public that all 
who are looking forward to the minis- 
try are not very fit characters to occu. 
py such a station. 

About five or six years ago, there 
came a young student from the eastern 
part of the state of New York, and 
got in with the priest of our parish to 
study divinity. He then went to one 
of his deacons who lived near by, and 
agreed to pay him the cash for board. 
The deacon boarded him about eigh- 
teen weeks for the promise of one dol- 
lar per week. ‘The young student ap- 
peared so pious and godly, and prayed 


and exhorted with so much fervency, 


possess. 








his disciples in consequence of them, 
yet a fear of the Roman arms, and the 
danger which their increasing «fame 
might produce to the great idol of 
their hearts, the praise and glory of men, 
determined them in a settled opposition 
or enmity against him. 

Zealous pretenders are never want- 
ing in any, and especially a bad cause. 
Even Judas Iscariot made a pretence 
of regard and charity to the poor, as 
professors in this day do to the poor 
heathea—and expense for almost any 
thing else is looked upon as extrava- 
gant and wasteful While, however, 
we see so many of the clergy incessant- 
‘y engaged to attain great honours, 


that the whole church spoke highly of 
his piety. I heard the deacon’s wife 
‘say that he was the most pious and 
; godly man she ever saw, and that she 
| durst not speak one unnecessary word, 
‘nor let a smile play on her lips in his 
| presence, for fear of reproof frora him. 
| After staying the above time with 
the deacon without paying him any 
thing, this young divine then went to 
another place not far off, and got in to 
board again for the promise of one dol- 
lar per week,—cash to be paid soon. 
At the same time he pretended much 
‘surprise that his friends had not turn- 
ed some part of his property into cash 
}and sent it on to him before, to enable 














* 


h 





40 THE REFORM ER. 


— ee ee 














him to pay his contracts. He stayed at 
this new boarding place sixteen weeks, 
during whith time he was very earnest 
in studying divinity, in prayer and ex- 
hortation, and preached some few lec- 
tures. By this time, I presume, he 
thought he was sufficiently qualified| 
for a priest, and could get lis living 
by preaching and lay up something | 
besides 

While he stayed with us, he made 
such great displays of christian zeal 
and piety as gained him all the credit 
he needed, and as long as he needed it. 
Before he left us he went to a store 
and bought cloth suitable for a clerical 
suit, and then went to a tailor and got 
it made up—all on a short credit. He 
then cleared out to go and get his own 
money, and would be back soon and 
pay off all his debts—but has never 
since returned, nor paid one cent of all 
his contracts. We have heard from! 
him two or three times since he went 
away, and were informed that he was 
going about like a roaring lion, preach- 
ing, praying, and exhorting at a great 
rate. How much good hie prayers 
and preaching will do, any one can tell 
as well as the writer of this. A. G. 

itt may be proper to state, that we 
never publish such statements as the fore- 


gomg, without some knowledge of the 
writer, and in the present instance we 





have the fullest confidence that nothing |; 


We think it would 
been improper had our corre- 
spon lent erven the name of the person, 
in order that the public might be on their 
guard against his future impositions. | 


has been exaggerated. 
not ave 


[From the Christian Inquirer.) 


“There are few subjects of more in- 
terest, or which more generally agitates 
the world, than the opinions entertain- 
ed by Christian professors, concerning 
the meaning of scripture testimony, re- 
specting the practice and doctrine of 
Jesus Christ This diversity of senti- |} 
ment is confined to no class or sect; 
but all who believe they are convinced 


troversy, to enforce the peculiar doc- 
trine which their education and preju. 
dice have impressed on their minds. 

“The various defenders of Chris. 
tian doctrine, are arrayed in powerful 
phalanx against each other. System 
after system is pulled down and de- 
stroy ed, and others are erected on the 
ruins, which can only stand until they 
are more powerfully attacked, and in 
turn these are subverted. Thus all is 
agitation and uncertainty —nothing is 
found substantial, and the mind which 
is sincerely employed in the search af- 
ter truth among these perishable ma- 
terials, is embarrassed and confused, 
till it is ready to conclude that it does 
not exist—or if it exist at all, that it 
can only be found beyond the grave.” 

The foregoing presents a very me- 
lancholy picture; but it is too true, 
and it will continue to be realized un- 
til mankind cease to strive and contend 
about the lesser matters of religion, 
and attend, principally, to those which 
are weighty and important. Mere doc- 
trines and opinions, however correct, 
will save no man. The heart must be 
made right, and the life and conduct 
must be in conformity with the exam- 
ple and precepts of Jesus Christ. Hap- 
py would it be for communities, and 
for society at large, if every individual 
was sincerely concerned. and engaged 
to become truly right. This is what 
is now so much wanted in the _ 
and until people come to seek for 3 
with sincerity , in vain is professing re- 
ligion, going to meeting, or underta- 
king to promote the cause of Clins- 
tianity. 

It would be well indeed if there wa 
‘an end of professing religion, preaching 
| going to meetings, building mecting- 
houses, and undertaking to convert the 
heathen, until those denominated Chris- 
'tians, could bring themselves to act 


|justly, deal mercifully towards each 
other, and walk humbly before God. 











ot the truth of Christianity, have in! 
mne degree entered into religious con-| 


The sin of hypocrisy would then cease, 


jand we might entertain a reasonabi: 
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and comfortable hope, that the reign 
of righteousness and peace would soon 
commence on the earth, and all nations 
come to the knowledge of God. But 
when professing Christians are so much 
occupied with vain and useless services 
in the name of religion, with creeds 
and doctrines, and fancy they are doing 
such great things to promote the inter- 
ests of Christianity, while at the same 
time they neglect the most important 
duties of morality and righteousness, 
they only deceive themselves, and bring 
dishonour on the cause of Christ, as 
well as prevent its advancement, where- 
ever their example and practices be- 
come k:own. 

This corrupt state of things in Chris- 
tendom must, indeed, at length come 
to an end; and when that period shall 
arrive, it will be as it was in the time 
of the Saviour. —At that time, those 
who were first in profession and an out- 
ward show of religion, were the /ast in 
regard to any thing truly right and ac- 
ceptable in the sight of God—and the 
last to receive and obey the commands 
of the Gospel. Even publicans and 
harlots entered into the kingdom of 
God, and became obedient to its re- 
quirements, before the high professing 
Scribes and Pharisees. 


Just so it will be again when the] 


Lord comes to establish his kingdom 
ot righteousness and truth in the earth, 


and to overthrow all the sectarian king- | 
doms, with their orders of priests, |: 


ereeds, rules and disciplines, now so 


numerous and so degenerate through- | 
For these! 


out professing christendom 
aindrances to true and genuine religion 
must all be destroyed before righteous- 


ness and peace can flourish and prevail | 
In each and every sect}, 


amongst men. 
there are now more or less of the works 
and inventions of men, with bigotry, 
party spirit, and a want of that true 


virtue and Integrity necessary to their 
And a 


preservation and perpetuity. 
little acquaintance with past history 


‘ed, has ever experienced a radical re- 
‘form; nor will such an event ever be 
likely to take place. The reason is ob- 
vious. Corrupt, ambitious, and inter- 
ested men, after a time, get to be offi- 
cers and rulers in all these societies, and 
can maintain their ascendency and au- 
thority, and they will oppose and with- 
stand every thing calculated to make 
them better or reform their practices. 
And when the time comes that they 
shall no longer shut the kingdom of 
| heaven against men, and their corrupt 
conduct and arbitrary proceedings are 
‘exposed and witnessed against in order 
ito their thorough correction and re- 
‘moval, these lovers of pre-eminence and 
rulers in the church, with their parti- 
sans, will come forth with all their zeal 
_and strength against those who attempt 
‘their amendment. And from motives 
‘of ambition, selfishness, and a love of 
power, they will reject and oppose the 
|plainest truths and most important du- 
‘ties and requirements, while non-pro- 
'fessors and the outcasts of society who 
‘have nothing to restrain or hinder them 








from embracing right principles, when 
plainly manifested to be such, will re- 
‘ceive and comply with those truths and 
requirements with all readiness and sin- 
cerity. 


NEW VIEWS. 





} 
! 
| [We have lately met with a pamphlet 
written by William .dndrews, and printed 
at Auburn, N. Y. 


scntiments not exactly in accordance with 


1826, contaiming some 


the doctrines and usages of modern times. 


| We here give a few extracts without add- 


| ing any comments of our own. } 


“The gospel dispensation does not 
authorize any man or number of men 
'|to make out rules aud regulations for 
‘faith and doctrines, and choose one or 
more of their party and invest him or 
| them with ministerial authority, setting 
! chem bounds or limits what shall be 
teached or preached, and when and 





will convince us that no religious sec-||where. This is a species of idolatrous 


arian community, when once corrupt-|! practice that yet attaches itself to the 
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christian world. And thus various sects 


— - 











——_ 


prevails, just as the establishment may 


are, in this sense, admiring the work of |, happen to be. 


their own hands. 

I believe that a society of christians | 
have no more right to select a man and |) 
set him bounds and limits as to doc- 
trine, and appoint him his time and 
place, and manner of exercise, than the 
pope of Rome or the king of England 
have. This is a prerogative I believe |} 
that belongs to no man, nor any num- 
ber of men. And so long as this pre- 
rogative 1S usurped by popes, kings, or 
societies, sectarism and error will be 
established—for what else can we ex- 
pect? Those that are made ministers 
by the pope or those in authority un- 
der him, are bound to maintain and de- 
fend the pope’s authority. And those 
that are made ministers by a king or 
those in authority under him, are obli- 
ged to support the king’s authority, 
and follow the regulations peculiar to 
that system. So in like manner those 
that are made ministers or selected for 
the pulpit by a society, are bound to 
maintain and defend the doctrine and | 
peculiarities of that society or sect. — 
Their very appointment demands this 
of them; and thus it becomes the busi- 
ness and trade of each party to use all 


their ingenuity and abilities, and bor-. 


row from books and writings of others | 
all the arguments and ideas they can 


‘suitable to their cause; and thus inge. | 


nious men can make talsehood appear | 
like truth. 


And those whose situation and con- 


| 
nexions 1n life are such as to lead them 


to some particular place of worship, | 
have very little chance but to become 
recipients of the doctrine and peculiari- 
ties of that sect, be they what they 
may, truth or not truth. ‘And if they 

be in an error, their rules and regula- 
tions bind them to perpetuate that er-| 
ror, and is a barrier against truth being 
brought into them. And thus we see, | 
in country places especially, that in one 
neighbourhood one sect prevails, and 
in another neighbourhood another sect 


| And though there is so much reli. 
gious liberty in this state as to allow 
us to stay at home or go to what meet. 
| lag we please, yet when we get into a 
| meeting-house our liberty endeth til] 
lwe get out again, for the proceedings 
; 
| 


ae ee 


in most meeting-houses are as despoti 
and arbitrary, and as inconsistent with 
the spiritual rights of man, as the po- 
| litical proceedings of a monarchical o: 
|despotic kingdom, is inconsistent with: 
| the natural rights of man. 

; 

| The apostle Paul gives directions 
chow a religious meeting should be con- 
ducted where he saith, “ Let the pro- 
| phets speak two or three, and let the 
| other judge. If any thing be revealed 
to another that sitteth by, let the first 
hold his peace. For ye may all pro- 
phesy one by one, that all may learn, 
iand all may be comforted.”? Ist Cor. 
xiv. 29. 

It is very much to be lamented that 
christian societies professing to believe 
in the inspiration of the holy spirit, 
‘and with such apostolic directions as 
the above in their hands, should still 
continue to make or adopt rules and 
‘regulations by which one is appointed 
|to speak all the time of meeting, aud 
the rest kept in silence, thus practical- 
| ly denying and quenching the operation 
of that spirit which would lead them 
‘into all truth if they would follow its 
| leadin; gs. And representing the chris- 
H tian religion to be a system of rules, 
regulations, ceremonies, and claims and 
| commandments of men, that must be 
| performed in systematic order, and in 
po sense bringing the christian reli- 
| gion to be on a lowell with heathenism 
and idolatry. 

The Quakers are an exception, in- 

| asmuch as they do not appoint any to 
| preach or pray at any particular time 








‘or place, but assemble themselves to- 
| gether, take their seats, believing it to 
* their duty to pray or preach or keep 
‘silent as their minds may be disposed 
thereunto by the spirit of Christ. This 
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i; a practical profession that they be-| 
lieve Jesus to be the master of assem- 
blies and in their midst. 

But the Quakers are a systematic 
organized society, and on this account 
it is a general idea that none ought to 
speak in their meetings but members 
of their society. And how far they 
give countenance to their own mem- 
bers to speak in their public meetings, 
I know not; but if I might judge from 
observation, I should conclude there is 
an understanding amongst them which 
operates as a restraint to keep some of 
them silent when they should speak, so 
that the spiritual rights of christians is 
but partially allowed. 

I do not know what the requisite 
qualifications for membership amongst 
the Quakers are, but it is my opinion 
that they require, as to outward things, 
a conformity to a particular dress, and 
a particular language. 

As to the mode of dress worn by 
the Quakers, I believe it is the most 
proper dress of any that 1s worn among 
us, and the most in unison with repub- 
lican institutions, inasmuch as it be- 
speaks moderation and equality. But 


as such, except in times of persecution 
and trouble, or while their number is 
small—for should any sect become nu- 
merous, it becomes fashionable to be- 
long to that sect; and then the words 
of our Lord will apply, when he saith, 
‘Woe unto you, when all men shall 
love you and speak weil of you.”’ 

Sectarism is founded on arbitrary 
and despotic principles. The rules and 
regulations of a society which describe 
what peculiar doctrines shall be teach- 
ed, and who shall be allowed to teach 
in their meetings, are just in unison 
with the decrees or proclamations of an 
arbitrary and despotic ruler of a pro- 
vice or empire, that stipulates what re- 
ligion shall be teached and who shall 
teach it; and there is as much liberty 
of conscience in such province or em- 
pire, as there is in sectarian religious 
meetings. 

A fixed and stated ministry prevents 
what it is intended to produce. It is 
‘intended to teach people the true and 
right way, but it stops them short of 
it, as a body collectively, by making 
provision for regular outward instruc- 
tion; the people are brought to lean 





it is generally considered as a sectarian 
dress, and on this account many people 
who admire their dress, do not think it 
prudent to adopt it, lest they should 
thereby represent themselves as mem- 
bers of their society when they are not. 
A sectarian dress should not be eb- 
served, for if it be an improvement in 
dress, it should not be a monopoly of 
any particular sect; and it can have no 
u eful effect except on a small scale; 
tor if the sect become numerous, the 
cress becomes popular and fashionable, 
and then woe unto it, for it becomes 
one of the false props in religion upon 
which weak minds will rest. 
Organized sectarism should be avoid- 
ed in religion. The scripture doth not 
recommend it—the spirit of the gospel 
's Opposed to it. If any thing renders 
organized sectarism necessary it 1s out- 
Ward trouble and persecution. It can- 


‘on an arm of flesh, and if that arm of 
‘Mesh fails them, they are confounded, 
‘as the prophet saith: for if a fixed min- 
ister neglects to go and preach where 
‘human rules have appointed him, tho’ 
the people have had regular preaching 
for weeks, and months, and years, yet 
they act as if the christian religion con- 
‘sisted of forms and ceremonies only; 
for if the principal performer neglects 
‘to meet them, they cannot worship. 

| ‘[his 1s one of the evils of a fixed 
ministry $ it leadeth the people to ex- 
pect aud depend on outward guides, 
and outward instructions continually, 
and keeps them from cultivating an ac- 
Iquaintance with, and waiting for, an 
linward and spiritual teaching. My 
sheep hear my voice and follow me,”’ 
isaith the great teacher, under the gos- 
'pel dispensation. 

| Why should christian societies be at 





not be useful to the followers of Christ, 


30 much expense for outward instruc- 
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tion, that is in some respects doubtful, 
when inward and spiritual instruction is 


so abundantly provided and promised, 


— 


I have said that sectarism should };, be 
avoided; a great deal might be said in 
support of this opinion. Partiality, 


without money and without price, to | bigotry, and narrowness of spirit are 


all that wait for it? Why do the peo- | 


‘lithe natural offspring of sectarism. If 


ple pay their money for that which | is the members of any religious sect pos- 


not bread, and thus hew out to them-| 


sess generous, friendly, and kind sentj- 


selves cisterns that can hold no water? ments towards others that are not of 


But so it is. 

A fixed ministry— By a fixed minis- 
try, | mean ministers who are guided | 
by human rules and regulations, re- 
specting where, and when, and what | 


doctrine they shall teach, whether hired | 
proportion they have become partial, 


er not hired—this I call a fixed minis- 
try; and to speak in general terms, 
allowing exceptions, a fixed ministry 


never was nor never will be faithful | 


against the prevailing evils of the times 
in which they live. The same notions, 
customs, and fashions that prevail 
amongst the people, always prevail 
amongst fixed ministers; and there 1s 
no help for it so long as human rules 
aud regulations are the principal guide 
of sindlatibre respecting where, and 
when, and what they shall teach. 

It is therefore a great error in chris- 
tians to make rules and regulations, 
cot \straining any one to preach at any 
particular time or place, and restrain- 
ing any one from preaching whose 
heart may burn as with a live coal from 
the altar. 

I also believe that ministers who 


come in the name of Christ, or profess 
to be influenced by the holy spirit to | 


the preaching of the gospel of the 
kingdom, that such ministers have no 
right to contract or bargain with any 
particular society, to preach to them 
at stated times and places, stated doc- 
trines, either for money or gratuitous- 
ly, nor submit himself to any man, nor 
any number of men, respecting where, 
and when, and what he will preach; 
he ought to continue in the same, and 
preserve himself the Lord’s freeman; 
submitting himself to the Lord in all 
things, and by thus acquainting him- 
self with the Lord, tie may grow up 
into Christ his living head in all things. 


i 


— 





their sect, it 1s the influence of religion 
yon their minds, or popular fashion that 
{ | produces those feelings; but in the 
! proportion that any sect have lost the 
power of godliness, while they have re. 
tained the form thereof, in the same 


bigotted, narrow spirited mortals. By 
a reference to the history of ages that 
are past volumes might be written is 
support of this assertion. 

Religion itself needeth no sectarism; 
it is enough that we belong to the 
household of faith, and to the family 
of heaven, for the Lord knoweth them 
that are his.” 


Some time since we saw an article head 
ed ** Calvinism on its last legs,” and we 
think the term ‘‘ Sectarism on its last 
legs,”’? would be quite as applicable to the 
times in which we live; for truly it begins 
now, for the first time, to be perceived 
that none of the sects and communities 
existing in this day, are the true churches 
of Christ. When this shall become more 
apparent, as will be the case, all who are 
truly sincere and would wish to live god- 
ly in Christ Jesus, will come out from 














among them, and be separate from their 
actions and conduct; and none will remain 
lto he their defenders and supporters but 
rigid and bigotted Pharisees, whose reign 
and influence must terminate as the true 
light of christianity is manifested amongst 
men. 


[From the Rochester (N.Y.) Telegraph.) 
GENEVA COLLEGE, 
« Before the legislature acts upon the 
report which gives 30,000 dollars to 
this institution, some circumstances 
connected with its history ought to be 
made public. If we are not strangely 
misinformed, the faculty of that insti- 
tution have resorted to means to raise 
funds which are ia the highest degree 


dishonourable. 
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About two years since, two clergy- 
nen traversed the country holding out 
the strongest lures to induce the pub- 
lic to patronise the seminary at Geneva. 
it was represented to parents and guar- 
3ians that their children could be edu- 
cated at that institution upon terms al- 
together more advantageous than were 
ever before offered. A permanent fund, 
it was said, was to be created, consist- 
ing of promissory notes, the interest 
only of which was to be collected. A 
note of 100 dollars, upon which the 





maker was to pay the énterest annually, 
it was solemnly agreed should create a'| 
perpetual school fund sufficient for the | 
education of the maker’s children.— 
These inducements, gravely promised 
by reverend clergymen, succeeded be- 
yond even the sanguine hopes of the 
projectors of the scheme. Between 
four and five thousand dollars were 
raised in this village, and more or less 
from all the western villages. 

Soon after these notes were given, 
payment of the principal instead of the 
interest, was demanded, and suits im- 
mediately commenced in cases of non- 
compliance. And to complete the 
schemes of duplicity, the school has 
been discontinued, and the children of 
persons who paid their 100 dollars 
have been sent home! 

Such instances of deceit and extor- 
tion ought never to be practised upon 
the public with impunity. Above all, 
let not our high literary institutions be 
allowed to receive spoils obtained by 
means which professed adventurers 
would hesitate to adopt. 


RELIGION IN FRANCE. 

“ Union of Churches.’?—Under this 
head extracts are given in a late paper 
trom a letter of Viscount de Bonald, 
Peer of France, addressed to the editor 
of the Journal des Debats, in which 
are the following remarks: 


“The Revolution having expelled 
several of the grievances against which 
several of the first Reformers raised 








their voice, such as monastic vows, 





wealth of the clergy, and great num- 
ber of its members, multiplicity of fes- 
tivals, &c. &c. the Reformers ought, I 
think, to show less disinclination to re- 
turn to the religion of the majority of 
Frenchmen. I know as well as M. 
Taberaud [supposed to be a Catholic 
bishop] that the Catholic religion can 
make no concession of its dogmas, nor 
would I, in the discipline, make any 
with which a religious people could be 
scandalized. I am even persuaded that 
if the Reformers themselves had return- 
ed to the bosom of the common mo- 
ther, they would feel the influence of 
her spirit, and be the first to desire the 
establishment of several institutions 
which are unfortunately suppressed. 

«© M. Taberaud very justly considers 
the great number of remarkable conver- 
sions [to the Catholic religion] which 
have, for some time past, been taking 
place, as a symptom of approaching 
union.”’ 


This Vicount and Peer of France 
speaks of “the praiseworthy reunion 
effected in our own time in German 
between the Lutheran and Calvinistic 
communions, notwithstanding the for- 
mal opposition of their dogmas, and 
the intractable and reciprocal hatred 
of their founders and first disciples;’’ 
and adds— 


“ M. Taberaud strenuously denies 
that there is any political motive for a 
religious union [in France:] but he 
will permit me to ask why religion 
may not accomplish a work which 
policy has commenced, as under the 
reign of Constantine policy finished a 
work commenced by religion, by 
causing the latter to pass from the 
family into the state? If policy could 
bring the parents together, religion 
ought to unite the children.” 


It will be seen from the foregoing 
brief extracts, that the principles of 
amalgamation and union of churches 
are progressing in Europe, 

fA census has been recently taken of the 
Protestants in France, and it appears that 
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the whole number is 722,329; of whom 
509,848 are Calvinists, and 212,981 are 
Lutherans. The former are ministered to 
by 269 pastors, and the latter by 219.] 


INQUISITION AND THE POPE. 


‘The following is a passage in a note 
delivered by the Papal Nuncio at Ma- 
drid, on the subject of the Inquisition. 


“The motives which had induced 
the Holy See to consent to the re- 
establishment of the Inquisition no 
longer existing, this establishment be- 
comes null and without effect; and, 
besides, his Holiness considering it im- 
politic, under present circumstances, 
because the effervescence of the pas- 
sions, added to human weakness, might 
sometimes render the tribunal of the 
Inquisition hurtful in the hands of par- 
ties, by turning it aside from the holy 
and primitive object of that Inquisition, 
and thus rendering it more odious than 
profitable.” 


Spain and her late Colonies, and the Pope. 
It appears from the late Paris papers 
that the Pope has transmitted a com- 
munication to the Court of Madrid, 
stating, im substance, that unless the 
late Spanish Colonies are again speedi- 
ly reduced to subjection, his Holiness 
will, in defence of the interests of reli- 
gion, be compelled to give canonical 
institution to the Bishops nominated 
by the new authorities. By the state- 
ment of the Etoile, the Pope is repre- 
sented to have urged “ His Catholic 
Majesty to make effective exertions to 
bring back his colonies under his do- 
minion.”? Some of the other papers 
contain an article in the same terms; 
but the Courier Frangais gave a differ- 
ent and more probable version of the 
application, and adds,—* In such an 
emergency, his Holiness announces 
that he shall shortly be under the ne- 
cessity, for the good of the faithful, 
and the interests of the Catholic Apos- 
tolic Roman Church, to recognize the 
Bishops chosen by the dissident gov- 
ernments, and to give them canonical 
institution.” T Star. 





‘ 





PERSECUTION IN SWITZERLAND 
We noticed some time since, the per. 
secution carried on in Switzerland by the 
orthodox or Established Church. From 
an article in the Edinburgh Review, it ap. 
pears, that those who have been persecu. 
ted and banished the country, have thys 
suffered, only for “ making what all Cliris. 
tians profess to follow as the rule of life. 
indeed the rule of all their actions.” 

These suffering people seem not de. 
sirous to form any new sect, but to lead 
upright lives; and their numbers are said 
to be greatly on the increase. In speak- 
ing of this persecution, the Edinburgh 
Review says: 

** We advisedly state, that the free and 
tolerant Swiss have made a law against 
religious liberty, in its principles as per- 
secuting, and in its operation almost as 
harsh, except that it sheds no blood, as 
any under which the Roman or Spanish 
Inquisition have acted, and that this law 
has gone far beyond the edicts of those 
famous tribunals in the absurdity of its 
structure.” 


NEW CATECHISM FOR CHILDREN. 

In a Catechism for children, published 
by Gilbert McMaster, A. M. Pastor cf the 
Reformed Presbyterian Church, Duanes- 
burgh, New York, are the following ques- 
tions and answers. 

** (Jwestion. Has Christ provided a gov- 
ernment for his Church? 

“* Jnswer. Yes; he is the God of order. 

**(). What form of Church government 
is EXCLUSIVELY Of DIVINE aUTHoRITY’ 

‘<1. The Presnyterian form. 

©). Who are the officers of Christ's 
appointment in his Chureh’ 

‘* 7, Ministers, Ruling Elders, and Dea- 
cons. 

“©. In what judicatories should these 
officers meet for the transaction of busi- 
ness? 

<¢.4. In Congregational, Presbyterial, anc 
Synodical judicatories.”’ 


WILLIAM PENN’S RELIGION. 

‘We read of the wise king of Israc!, 
that after all his sprightly songs, anc 
pregnant proverbs, and grave discourses, 
he winds up with a single text,—‘ Feat 
God and keep his commandments, for that 
is the whole duty of man.’ Fyen so, Wil- 
liam Penn, after all his deep reading and 
reflection on that great subject, throws 
the whole of religion into two words—Hu- 
mility and Love. ‘Those who are im the 
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habit of despising a religion that 1s 20 
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bundled up and bloated with creeds and 
catechisms, sacraments and ceremonves, will 
no doubt think as meanly of Penn’s sim- 
ple religion of Humility and Love, as Naa- 
man did of Elisha’s simple prescription 
for the leprosy—‘ Go anv wasa.’ But it 
i; enough for us to know, that this reli- 
gion, simple as it may seem, is from God. 
‘And it is also enough for us to know that 
the foolishness of God is wiser than man.” 


[ Weems’ Life of Penn. 





From the Bradford ( Pa.) Settier. 


[Copied for the Reformer by a Post Mas- 
ter in Clearfield County, Pa.] 

‘* Some time ago in Armstrong county, 
a Doctor of Divinity was on his way to 
preach, when he saw a poor man in the 
act of dressing a deer. He said nothing 
to him then, but on coming back he call- 
ed the man out, said a great deal about 
the consequence of breaking the Sabbath, 
and the loss of his soul hereafter, &c. The 
old woman listening attentively could bear 
it no longer, and coming to the door said, 
‘You make a great fuss about that wee 
{little} bit of meat on Sunday when you 
get both bread and meat on that day.’ ” 





Bookselling.—The house of Longman 
and Co. booksellers, in London, sells five 
millions of volumes yearly. ‘They employ 
sixty clerks,—pay 5500/. (25,000 dollars) 
a vear for advertisements, and give con- 
stant employ to no fewer than 250 print- 
ers and bookbinders. 





** By Israel’s Advocate for Jan.” says 
the Boston Recorder, *‘ we perceive that 
the American Jews Society have deter- 
mined to relinquish the Farm at Harrison 
[West Chester county, N. Y.] at the end 
of one year from the time in which it was 
engaged; and have given notice to Col. 
Day, the superintendent, that on account 
of this new arrangement, his services will 
be no longer required.” 





[From the Litchfield (Con.) American 
Eagle of Feb. 6.) 

The Rev. Dr. Beecher, on the last Sab- 
bath, announced to his church and con- 
gregation, that he was about to leave 
them and take up his abode in Boston. 
Me goes to Boston, it is said, on a salary 
of two thousand dollars a year, besides 
trunmings. 





New York Legislature—The bill brought 
hefore the Legislature of New York, by 
Mr. Beardsley, to prevent the sale on ex- 


incorporated religious societies, has been 
rejected in the Assembly cn a vote of 44 
to 30. It is singular that a bill should be 
presented to exempt ‘‘religious societies” 
from paying their just debts, (for this is 
the amount of it) and no less singular that 
so many could be found to vote in favour 
of it. 















































Spain.—A late paper states, the Duke 
del Infantado, the new minister in Spain, 
has proposed to raise ways and means by 
imposing a tax of twenty millions of reals 
on the clergy. 


Creeds and Con fessions. 


**It may be proper here to note,” says 
history, ‘‘ that in the time of Constantine 
the Great, who gave rich livings to the 
clergy, the bishops met together in Sy- 
nods, and composed creeds, which they 
sought to impose on the people; but, as 
they were no more than human composi- 
tions, many of the clergy refused to sub- 
scribe to them. This created much dis- 
sention, and many /eresies (i. e. differences 
of opinion) sprung up in consequence.— 
Soon afterwards they began to look to the 
civil power; but no one made sanguinary 
laws against heretics before the Emperor 
Justinian, about the middle of the sixth 
century.” 


[From the Christian Baptist.] 


** We are happy to find that, in spite 
of the reigning doctors of traditions, the 
people are gradually awakening to a sense 
of their religious rights and privileges. — 
We find a large majority of most rehgious 
communities are quite unsettled in their 
views of religious principles and practices. 
They have lost the greater part of that 
confidence of being the most reformed 
Christians, and the wisest in the world, 
which was the characteristic of every sect, 
some quarter of a century agone. Many 
who thought their church almost infalli- 
ble, now readily admit that she not only 
may, but that she actually does, frequent- 
ly err. And there is a spirit of inquiry 
marching forth, before which, most as- 
suredly, the rotten systems of tradition 
and error must and will fall.” 

[From the same.} 

‘** This is a time of religious and politi- 
cal earthquakes. The religious commu- 
nities of the new world, and the political 
states of the old world, are in circumstan- 
ces essentially the same. A great political 





earthquake threatens to bury in itsruins = * 





€cution, of churches and lots belonging to 






‘tyrants and their systems of oppression. 





that at Baltimore 
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The ece le siastic of sVst elms of the dear 
appear destined to a similar fate.” ** All 
sects, new and old, seem like a reed sha- 
ken by the wind.” 
STATE OF THE CHURCHES IN 
PHILADELPHIA, 


After much strife and contention, and 
the excommunication of about forty mem- 
bers, including the five semor deacons, 
the Second Street suptist Church in this 
city have finally agreed to emplov Wil- 
lam T. Brantley, of Augusta, Gcorgia, to 
be their Pastor, with a salar V ot two thou- 
sand six hundred dollars per annum. Six- 
tecn hundred dollars of this sum he is to 
have for preaching, and the remaining [| 
one thousand dollars ts wiuaranteed to him 
from a school. This is perhaps the largest 
salary received by any Baptist preacher 
im the United States; and it sufficiently 
shows that the Gospel has become an ar- 
ticle of merchandise amongst the Baptists 
as well as anong P resby terns and E.pis- 
copalians, 

(ireat advancements are made in this 
day, not in piety but in high salarics to 

cachers. Indeed, to undertake to get 
to heaven by the modern fashionable way 
and paying’ a 
priest, is quite an expensive business; and 
after allit must fail to bring those there 
who place their depend: ince on it. 

Fhe Presbyterian congregation in Thir- 
teenth Street have re nounced the power 
amd jurisdiction of the Presbyterian San- 
hedrin, and now stand in the same rela- 
tion to that body as Mr. Duncan’s congre- 
gation at Baltimore, and Mr. M’Lean’s at 
A mandate was issued by the 
Presbyterian Church, and 


ot belonging to some sect, 


Gactt) sburg. 


Sym ul of the 


delivered by two clergymen to Mr, ¢ ham- | 


bers, the Pastor at Thirte enth Street, or- 
dering hin to suspend his preaching and 
eare of that church. But the congrega- 

on rebelled against the authority of the 


Si nod. and determined to retain Mr.Cham- | 


bers for their minister, and so the higher 
powers in the Presbyterian church are left; 
fo ruminate on the refractory spirit of thei 
and se aps ‘m withdraw from un- 
der their stand; ert creation, like 
reject 
and confessions, consid- 


subjects, 

“his con 
and Gettysburg, 
ll human creeds 
‘ ring the Bible a more 
jor guide to faith and practice. We un- 
derstand torty new members were added 
eregation at their last commu- 
nion, and thirty ona similar occasion pre- 


certain and supe- 
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: ° - 
* the **drv bones” tun the Pro- 
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testant Episcopal Church in this City; and 
two Episcopal publications, with conflict. 
‘ing views and interests, are now issued | " 
h this place of once brotherly love, but now 
religious strife and contention. Ry the 
bve, the warm contention in the Friends’ 
Society of this city is by no means abated 
'The rulers of the synagogues seem dis. 
posed to carry m: attcrs with a high hand 
and cast out all those who are not sound 
,in the faith, or that w ithstand their author. 
}itv; and these on the other hand, are jot 
willing to submit to their dictation, and 
ibe thrown over the wall, while they are 
| equally as good, and think they have as 
much reason and scripture for their faith 
as those who have proscribe ‘d them. “a 
imatters will end, time must determine. 
iSo far as these str uggles tend to bring 
|dow n spiritus il tvranns and ar! bitrary rule 
and restrain arrogant assumptions over the 
rights and consciences of others, thé true 
christian will rejoice in them. For free- 
‘dom froin all restraint in doing good, and 
in the exercise of opinion and judgment 
in matters pertaining to religion, is the 
privilege of all—and especially of those 
whom Christ has made free, and who have 
taken Him for their guide and teacher, 








ANOTHER NEW PROJECT. 
A Missionary in the western ” ut of 
State of New York, proposes, “t lat 
number of the sctes Recorder, 7 forma. 
tion of a ** Benevolent Society,” to loan 
money to assist newly settled towns in 
erecting ** houses of worship.”” Paymen' 
afterwards to be made by the sale of 
‘* slips,” or pews, ‘fat 30 or 50 dollars 
each;” and also a salary raised of 600 do! 
lars per annum, for a preacher, by an 
| sentiaue rent of 6 dollars each. ** Let 
100, gud doll: urs,” 
ploved, and LO ) chure hes sm ~_ be erect- 
ia in a vear.”’ M. Smith.” 











Says he, ‘be thus em- 


Signed * 


| It is stated in a late number of the Pos- 


fon Recorder, by the editors of that pape! ‘T, 


lithat **ten years are occupied | in obtaining 





| ” : 
‘a regular education for the ministry.” On 


'this statement we offer no comments. 

' 

| . . . , s S| 
| *.* The communication signca “ b- 
| will appear in our next. 
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The Reformer is seliieaal on the first of each 
month, at one dollar a year. Letters to be ad- 
| dressed and payment made, to T. R. GAT ES, 
Proprietor and principal Editor, No. 290, North 
Third Street, Philadelphia. Numbers can he 

supplied trom the commencement of the wo rk 
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